6              THE   RISE   OF   ITALIAN   FASCISM
the ballot by their priests. The result was political emas-
culation, with a blurring of programmes and a decay of
parties, which hindered and falsified the healthy working of
universal suffrage.
But the splitting of public opinion into two extremes,
begun by the Libyan war and accentuated by the economic
crisis of 1914, broke with the tradition of compromise and
the methods employed by Giolitti since he came to power.
The situation became more and more tense. The stopping
of emigration, the transport crisis, and the feverish prepara-
tion of armaments all combined to provoke crises in industry,
over raw materials and in public finance. The price of
bread was beginning to rise, in a country where rioting
has always begun in front of bakers' shops. Numerous
demonstrations and clashes showed an increasing aversion
from the war amongst the masses, especially in the country
districts.
The 'fasci of revolutionary action', created towards the
end of 1914 by revolutionary supporters of intervention,
and amongst whom Mussolini was already playing the part
of a leader, carried on a fierce campaign and breached
working-class and socialist organization. If the socialists
objected, they must be crushed. The government, deceived
by the prospect of a short war, undertook to come in on the
side of the Allies (Treaty of London, April 26) without
taking thought for the future. They bound themselves to
action within a month, leaving no time for military or
political preparation. They passed measures against the
right of assembly and the liberty of the press, prelude to a
regime of absolute power. This only widened the gap
between the masses and the state. According to Ivanoe
Bonomi, minister during the war and President of the
Council in 1921 ;
* When Italy's intervention in the war finally alienated
the socialist proletariat from the state and drove it into
implacable opposition, the Italian crisis began. And the
crisis appeared extremely dangerous, when the manner of
Italy's entry into the war also detached Signor Giolitti
and his friends from the existing government,9